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Grants, training help students grow their farms 
 

Požega, November 3rd, 2022 – The Young Farmer Empowerment Fund, aimed at senior 
students of the Ljubo Mićić Secondary Farming School of Požega, was set up today with the 
signing of an agreement between the municipalities of Požega, Užice, and Gornji Milanovac 
and the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation. This facility is supported by the Big Small Business 
Project, funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
implemented by ACDI/VOCA, with the objective of helping young farmers from the Zlatibor 
District engage in farming and improve their family holdings. 
 
The fund, worth 2.8 million dinars, will provide grants to successful applicants at the end of 
each academic year. The open call for applications will be preceded by training and mentoring 
at the school that will teach young people how to prepare business plans, a skill that will benefit 
them when applying for other assistance to help them grow their family farms. The program 
is open to all senior students of the Ljubo Mićić Secondary Farming School of Požega, 
and the funds will be allocated to those whose business plans are assessed as best by 
a grants committee. 
 
“The Municipality of Požega has been involved in the Young Farmer Empowerment program 
since its very inception and will invest 1 million dinars in the fund annually for the next three 
years. We are happy to see the facility grow to include other local authorities in the Zlatibor 
District because this means support for more young farmers”, said Radoica Burlić, Požega 
Local Councilor responsible for agriculture. 
 
The Young Farmer Empowerment Fund is unique in being open to other local governments 
interested in helping young people stay on their farms and learn how to grow their production 
and make it profitable, as well as to receive finance to help them achieve those goals. 
 
“This is one of the first activities implemented by the five-year Big Small Business project. The 
Young Farmer Empowerment Fund will be one of our key focus areas and will allow us to help 
small-scale producers and farmers enhance and scale up their production and develop 
market-ready products. In addition to the grant funding, this fund will teach young farmers how 
to better understand the available financing options, opportunities, and challenges, and be 
better prepared to take their first steps in entrepreneurship. I invite local governments to 
contact us to learn more about how the fund will work and how we can work together to help 
young people stay on their farms”, said Ivana Božić, Human Capacity Development and 
Inclusion Manager at ACDI/VOCA. 

 
“The Divac Foundation has recognized the need to specifically support and motivate young 
people to understand they have a future in rural communities as successful farmers. The 
Young Farmer Empowerment Fund has to date supported hundreds of young people seeking 
to become agricultural producers. In the past five years, more than 200 students of the Požega 
Secondary Farming School have received training, and 90 of them – including 14 girls – have 
also received grants totaling over 14 million dinars. This activity is planned to continue in the 
coming three years with support from the Big Small Business project and the local 
government”, said Ana Koeshall, Director of the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation. 


