
 

 

Press Release 

Nova Crnja launches Agriculture Development Incentive Fund 

 

Nova Crnja, December 1st, 2022 – The Municipality of Nova Crnja, Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation, 

and Banat Regional Social and Economic Development Center today signed a cooperation agreement 

officially launching the local authority’s Agriculture Development Incentive Fund. The facility has been 

supported by the Big Small Business Project, funded by the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) and implemented by ACDI/VOCA. 

Nova Crnja is the fourth Serbian local government, after Novi Pazar, Bela Palanka, and Vlasotince, to 

set up a farming incentives fund with help from the Big Small Business Project. The USAID-funded 

initiative aims to create a total of 14 such structures throughout Serbia that will allow farmers to 

access interest-free funding for investment in modernizing their holdings, improving quality, and 

scaling up production. 

Nine innovative funds have already been established with USAID support, helping more than 100 

producers access funds and invest in their farms. 

The local authority and the foundations have made joint investments of 3 million dinars in each of the 

funds. 

“Nova Crnja’s strategic plans prioritize agriculture as the cornerstone of local development, and as 

such the municipality has been increasing the funds earmarked for helping farmers year after year. To 

date, we have disbursed grants to more than 80 farms through the local government’s Agricultural 

Policy Implementation Support Program and the Nova Crnja Rural Development Plan. We are 

extremely pleased that the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation has chosen our municipality as the first 

local authority in the Vojvodina region to set up the Agriculture Development Incentive Fund and I 

trust we will live up to their expectations. The fund demonstrates that the local government has 

recognized the sustainability of this type of cooperation that will greatly promote the growth of local 

farms and agribusinesses and so help rural communities survive”, said Nova Crnja Mayor Vladimir 

Brakus. 

“We are happy to be able to set up this Agriculture Development Incentive Fund for Nova Crnja and 

hope to offer additional support for rural smallholdings to grow, and specifically to help young 

farmers. With 12 local funds already created throughout Central Serbia, this will be the first such 

facility in Vojvodina, and we believe the model we have developed will be useful for agricultural 

producers in the Banat area and allow the local authority to create its own sustainable rural 

development fund”, said Uroš Delić of the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation. 

The call for farmers’ applications will be published in the first half of 2023 on the websites of the Banat 

Regional Social and Economic Development Center and the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation. 


